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(g) The Island Park Geothermal 
Area; and 

(h) Lands where section 43 of the 
Mineral Leasing Act (30 U.S.C. 226–3) 
prohibits geothermal leasing, includ-
ing: 

(1) Wilderness areas or wilderness 
study areas administered by BLM or 
other surface management agencies; 

(2) Lands designated by Congress as 
wilderness study areas, except where 
the statute designating the study area 
specifically allows leasing to continue; 
and 

(3) Lands within areas allocated for 
wilderness or further planning in Exec-
utive Communication 1504, Ninety-
Sixth Congress (House Document 96–
119), unless such lands are allocated to 
uses other than wilderness by a land 
and resource management plan or are 
released to uses other than wilderness 
by an act of Congress.

Subpart 3202—Lessee 
Qualifications

§ 3202.10 Who may hold a geothermal 
lease? 

You may hold a geothermal lease if 
you are: 

(a) A United States citizen who is at 
least 18 years old; 

(b) An association of United States 
citizens, including a partnership; 

(c) A corporation organized under the 
laws of the United States, any state or 
the District of Columbia; or 

(d) A domestic governmental unit.

§ 3202.11 Must I prove I am qualified 
to hold a lease when filing an offer 
to lease? 

You do not need to submit proof that 
you are qualified to hold a lease under 
43 CFR 3202.10 at the same time you 
submit an offer to lease, but BLM may 
ask you for information about your 
qualifications at any time. If BLM re-
quests additional information, you 
have 30 days from when you receive the 
request to submit the information.

§ 3202.12 Are other persons allowed to 
act on my behalf to file an offer to 
lease? 

Another person may act on your be-
half to file an offer to lease. The person 
acting for you must be qualified to 

hold a lease under 43 CFR 3202.10, and 
must do the following: 

(a) Sign the document; 
(b) State his or her title; 
(c) Identify you as the person he or 

she is acting for; and 
(d) Provide written proof of his or her 

qualifications and authority to take 
such action, if BLM requests it.

§ 3202.13 What happens if the offeror 
dies before the lease is issued? 

If the offeror dies before the lease is 
issued, BLM will issue the lease to ei-
ther the administrator or executor of 
the estate or the heirs. If the heirs are 
minors, BLM will issue the lease to ei-
ther a legal guardian or trustee, pro-
vided that the legal guardian or trustee 
is qualified to hold a lease under 43 
CFR 3202.10.

Subpart 3203—Obtaining a Lease
§ 3203.10 How can I obtain a geo-

thermal lease? 
(a) If the lands are located in a 

known geothermal resource area 
(KGRA), BLM leases those lands 
through a competitive sale. To obtain a 
lease, follow the procedures for submit-
ting a bid set out in subpart 3205 of this 
part. BLM will issue a competitive 
lease to the person who submits the 
highest qualified bid. 

(b) If the lands are located outside a 
KGRA, you may obtain a noncompeti-
tive lease. Follow the procedures in 
subpart 3204 of this part. BLM issues 
noncompetitive leases to the first 
qualified offeror. BLM may issue a 
lease for a fractional interest if it 
serves the public interest.

§ 3203.11 How is a KGRA determined? 
BLM determines the boundaries of a 

KGRA based on: 
(a) Geologic and technical evidence. 

BLM will designate a KGRA if this evi-
dence would cause a person who under-
stands geothermal resource develop-
ment to spend money developing the 
area; 

(b) Proximity to wells capable of pro-
duction in commercial quantities. BLM 
will designate a KGRA if the lands are: 

(1) Within 5 miles of a well which is 
capable of producing steam in commer-
cial quantities, or
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